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Narwa, but in 1587 the latter town was finally taken
by the Swedes. By good fortune Liibeck and its
friends found in the Czar, Feodor Ivanowitch, a
prince inclined to deal favourably with them. Indeed,
so well disposed was he, that in the year 1586 he
reduced the existing custom dues by half in their
favour, and placed at their entire disposal once more
the factories Novgorod and Plestrow. But in re-
covering the possession of their establishments, the
Hansa were far from recovering their monopoly,,
which time and events had undermined for ever.
Annoyances without end awaited them from the
Swedes and the Poles, whose territories they had to-
cross to arrive at their settlements. They were made
to pay heavy transit tolls ; their goods were subjected
to annoying, and often disastrous delays ; their ships
were often captured and ransacked by Swedish and
Polish pirates, who were well aware that their devas-
tations were regarded with no evil eye by the home
authorities.

The last embassy sent by the old and veritable
Hanseatic Confederation to the Muscovite Court, in
January, 1603, only attained their ends very partially,
notwithstanding the truly royal presents which they
laid at the feet of the then reigning Czar, Boris
Feodorowitch Gudenow. The chronicles tell that the
presents consisted of valuable silver-gilt vessels, re-
presenting ostriches, eagles, pelicans, griffins, lions,
also a Venus and a Fortuna. Presents were also
added for the Czar's son, but by an unlucky over-
sight, the all-powerful Russian Chancellor had been
forgotten in the matter of gifts; this want of